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Synopsis

In this pioneering work, Ernst Breisach presents an effective, well-organized, and concise account
of the development of historiography in Western culture. Neither a handbook nor an encyclopedia,
this up-to-date third edition narrates and interprets the development of historiography from its origins
in Greek poetry to the present, with compelling sections on postmodernism, deconstructionism,
African-American history, womena ™s history, microhistory, the Historikerstreit, cultural history, and
more. The definitive look at the writing of history by a historian, Historiography provides key insights
into some of the most important issues, debates and innovations in modern historiography.Praise
for the first edition: & ceBreisacha ™s comprehensive coverage of the subject and his clear
presentation of the issues and the complexity of an evolving discipline easily make his work the best

of its kind.a +a "Lester D. Stephens, American Historical Review
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Customer Reviews

Ernst Breisach is professor emeritus of history at Western Michigan University and the author of
several books, including American Progressive History: An Experiment in Modernization and On the
Future of History: The Postmodernist Challenge and Its Aftermath, both published by the University

of Chicago Press.

"History"can really only be understood with a fundamental understanding of "Historiography"...This
third edition is seemingly the best book currently available.--I am a History instructor with 32 years

experience.



This book is required reading for my graduate class in Historiography at American Public University.
The book is excellent and covers the subject very well. It is not light reading but gives a
comprehensive overview of history through historians and the changing view points through the

centuries.

A comprehensive and well organized historiography reader.

| received the product in the mail true to the condition and deadline the seller had promised. Using
this text in conjunction with an undergraduate historiography seminar, | especially appreciate Ernst
Breisach’s observations about the paradoxical flux and constancy in the history of an age with the
progress of time - it fuels our class discussions well. Still, it is somewhat dense for an introduction,
spiraling into many unnecessary digressions which should be categorized as "further reading”
instead. | have a feeling there may be more reader-friendly introductions out there. Regardless,

Historiography: Ancient, Medieval, and Modern gets the job done.

This book is a little hard to read, as is most books on historiography. It provides adequate

information on how the writing of history has changed over the past 2 to 3 thousand years

Well crafted review of paradigm shifts in history writing

Came as expected.

Very good read and excellent research book. Covers from ancient to modern times on how history is

written about and those who write it.
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